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Select a Contact Example

 You’ll create a new sub-Activity that services the 
PICK_ACTION for contact data

 It displays each of the contacts in the contact database

 Lets the user select one, before closing and returning its 
URI to the calling Activity

1. Create a new ContactPicker project that includes a 
ContactPicker Activity
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2. Modify the main.xml layout resource to include a 
single ListView control

 This control will be used to display the contacts
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3. Create a new listitemlayout.xml layout resource that 
includes a single Text View

 This will be used to display each contact in the List View
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4. Return to the ContactPicker Activity. Override the 
onCreate method

 extract the data path from the calling Intent
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① Create a new data URI for the people stored in the contact list

• bind it to the List View using a SimpleCursorArrayAdapter

• simpleCursorArrayAdapter : lets you assign Cursor data, used by 

Content Providers, to Views
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② Add an ItemClickListener to the List View

• Selecting a contact from the list should return a path to the item to 

the calling Activity
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5. Modify the application manifest and replace the 
intent-filter tag of the Activity to add support for the 
pick action on contact data
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6. To test it, create a new test harness 
ContentPickerTester Activity

 Create a new layout resource — contentpickertester — that includes a 

TextView to display the selected contact and a Button to start the sub-

activity
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7. Override the onCreate method of the ContentPickerTester
to add a Click Listener to the button so that it implicitly 
starts a new sub-Activity by specifying the PICK_ACTION
and the contact database URI (content://contacts/).
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8. When the sub-Activity returns, use the result to 
populate the Text View with the selected contact’s 
name.
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9. With your test harness complete, simply add it to your 
application manifest

 You’ll also need to add a READ_CONTACTS permission                        

within a uses-permission tag, to allow the application to access the 

contacts database
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